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COUNCIL MEETING – 12TH JULY 2017

NOTICE OF: Reference No: Date Received: Date Forwarded:

White Paper Amendment A1 to WP1 11/7/17 11/7/17

Submitted by: Councillor Lisa Mulherin
Relevant Board/Regulatory Panel: Executive Board 
Executive Member/Chair: Executive Member (Children and Families)
Relevant Director Director of Children’s Services/Director of Resources and Housing

Delete all after “This Council” and replace with: 

“……notes with disappointment the damaging £239m reduction in Government funding since 2010 and the impact 
this has had on the Council and other public sector bodies such as schools, the NHS and Police who play a crucial 
role in safeguarding and caring for children in Leeds. 

Council notes the effort made to protect the most vulnerable with Children’s Services and Adult Social Care spend 
now accounting for 66% of the Council’s budget.  

Council further notes the impact of child poverty in Leeds and across the country as a result of the continued 
Government austerity measures.

Council notes the rapid improvement within Children’s Services, moving from ‘Inadequate’ in 2009/10 under the 
Conservative/Liberal Democrat Administration, to ‘Good’ with “Outstanding” leadership under this Labour 
Administration – the only Core City in the country to receive a “Good” rating across the board. 

Council notes this has been recognised by the Conservative Government in their decision to award Leeds Partner in 
Practice status as they seek for Leeds to use its expertise to help drive improvement in other local authorities.

Council notes that nationally, spending on children’s social care has outstripped budgets by close to £1bn over the 
past three years with up to 90% of Councils reporting an overspend.

Council notes regular reports on financial performance are presented to Executive Board.

Council joins with the Conservative Chair of the Local Government Association in calling for local authorities to be 
put back on a sustainable financial footing following their warning that by 2020 English local government will have 
lost 75% of the core central Government funding it had in 2015.”

Full motion will read:

“This Council notes with disappointment the damaging £239m reduction in Government funding since 2010 and 
the impact this has had on the Council and other public sector bodies such as schools, the NHS and Police who play 
a crucial role in safeguarding and caring for children in Leeds. 

Council notes the effort made to protect the most vulnerable with Children’s Services and Adult Social Care spend 
now accounting for 66% of the Council’s budget.  
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Council further notes the impact of child poverty in Leeds and across the country as a result of the continued 
Government austerity measures.

Council notes the rapid improvement within Children’s Services, moving from ‘Inadequate’ in 2009/10 under the 
Conservative/Liberal Democrat Administration, to ‘Good’ with “Outstanding” leadership under this Labour 
Administration – the only Core City in the country to receive a “Good” rating across the board. 

Council notes this has been recognised by the Conservative Government in their decision to award Leeds Partner in 
Practice status as they seek for Leeds to use its expertise to help drive improvement in other local authorities.

Council notes that nationally, spending on children’s social care has outstripped budgets by close to £1bn over the 
past three years with up to 90% of Councils reporting an overspend.

Council notes regular reports on financial performance are presented to Executive Board.

Council joins with the Conservative Chair of the Local Government Association in calling for local authorities to be 
put back on a sustainable financial footing following their warning that by 2020 English local government will have 
lost 75% of the core central Government funding it had in 2015.”

Deadlines for submission

White Papers -  10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons
Questions -   10.00 am on Monday before the meeting
Amendments -   10.00 am on the day before the meeting
(including references back)

(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and 
distribution made)
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